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The Re-discovered Shadyside Freight House 
By Bill Logan 04-26-2006  

By the end of World War 1 Shadyside, Ohio had been a station stop on the OR&W for 37 years. The 
former farm property of James Leasure had developed into a well defined community with a population in 
excess of 3000. The dirt rutted Bellaire and Wegee Pike thru the middle of town had long since become the 
paved Central Avenue. Businesses now lined this artery as well as the Wheeling Traction Company tracks and 
the OR&W. The OR&W Station at West 38th Street and Central Avenue built in 1883 had survived the heavy 
volume of passenger traffic from the war years. Across from the station in the center of Central Avenue a 
passenger shelter had been built in 1915 to assist the many passengers and hold a small amount of freight for 
shipment. The narrow gauge had a main line with a double ended and a separate single ended siding  all three 
rail  running for four blocks south from the station. The single ended siding ended at 40th Street. Here many a 
freight wagon and then motorized truck bed loaded and unloaded larger volume freight direct to and from the 
narrow gauge on what was considered a team track. Freight business continued to increase to the point that the 
railroad decided to build a freight house to protect perishable goods in inclement weather. An 18 foot long by 9 
wide by 14 high freight house was built on the east side of the siding. 2 by finished cut framing and horizontal 
lap siding were typical for the time. The north end had a pair of double hinged doors for full width access. A 
separate man door, two opposing windows, a single ridged slate roof and plain board trim completed the 
building architecture. A platform extended around three sides.   

The attached 
photo #1 shows 
Central Avenue 
looking north. The 
street is filled with 
Henry Ford s 
motorized 
creations and 
others. The grass 
median notes the 
location for the 
narrow gauge, The 
OR&W s 
Shadyside freight 
house shows in 
line with the 
power poles at the 
40th Street 
crossover. It looks 
like a truck is 

parked to load or unload freight. This building functioned up to the railroads demise in 1931, when it was 
auctioned off and moved. But to whom it was sold and where it went quickly became lost in time.  

Fast forward to 2005 - in my on going research of the OR&W, I had heard rumors from a historian 
friend in Shadyside that the freight house still existed. Of course I wanted to see it, so off we went arriving at 
East 37th Street between Lincoln and Highland Avenues. There it sat behind an existing residence along an 
alley. It appeared to function as a garage or storage shed. For an 87+ year old building, it was in excellent 
shape. After photographing the exterior and noting details about the building, we left. The property was for sale 
with no one at home to ask any questions.   



In April 2006, I returned to find the property sold and now occupied by a new family 

 
the Kizmirski s. 

I stopped by and introduced myself to Andy and Kathy Kizmirski the new owners of the home and by default 
the freight house. They saw the home for sale and decided to buy it. Even though they are long time residents of 
Shadyside, they had no real understanding concerning the history of the garage as they called it. We sat down 
at the picnic table in their backyard to chat., share pictures, and re-discover the history of the building.   

As I showed them maps and photos, Kathy 
remembered her farther commenting about the garage 
being a building associated with the former narrow 
gauge, but his remarks had been dismissed at the time - 
older gentleman that he was. She called her dad on the 
phone and asked if he would walk over to meet with us. 
Shortly, I was introduced to Mr. James R. Weeks - a 
gentleman in his eighties and another life long resident 
of Shadyside. After a brief review of my information, 
Mr. Weeks related a story  As a child he would 
sometimes play around the freight station.  Cops and 

robbers and such with other local boys. Once he used 
the freight platform to hide under to avoid a group of 
not so friendly boys chasing him after school trying to 
pick a fight. A large smile came over Mr. Weeks face 
as he recalled these remembrances. I commented that 
he was right all along about the origin of the building. 
He then turned to Kathy and remarked, See I told you 
about this building being on the narrow gauge. You 
did t believe me . Kathy apologized for her skepticism 
and all was set right with her father on this matter.   

Later Kathy and Andy were kind enough to 
open the building for my inspection and photos. See 
Photo #2 - The building remains in fine condition after 
the former owners re-leveled the foundation, braced the 
interior, re-roofed, and painted the exterior. All the 
original hardware remains. The interior is unfinished 
with all the studs and framing visible as well as the 
exterior siding. The only things missing were the 

railroad sign noting Shadyside and the end roof 
detailing brackets.  

See photo #3 

 

Mr. Weeks is another example 
of how the little narrow gauge OR&W touched the lives of all who came in contact with it and how those 
memories have lasted a lifetime. I finished my time with a photo of Mr. Weeks standing by the north door 
entrance as a testimony to his recollections and this day s triumph of aged memory over youthful skepticism.   

END 


