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RANDOM SNIPINGS   

Our esteemed editors have suggested that I write my own 
column as newly elected(?) King Snipe. I guess they want me 
to jump in with both feet and get the feel for my new presti-
gious(?) position. So here goes. Be forewarned, however. In 
keeping with the title of this column, various topics will be 
presented, many of which may not be related. Most will have 
come to mind as I've typed this column. 

------------------ 

I got to the meet late on Saturday, having stopped at the annual 
train show at the Cuyahoga County fairground on my way to 
Canton. My entrance was greeted by a number of glances and 
pointing at wristwatches. There was also a look of relief on 
several attendees faces. Perhaps I should have seen this as a 
forecast of things to come.  

After the excellent evening program on the Stark Electric 
Railway, I violated the prime rule of being a Mini-Buncher: 
Never Go To The Bathroom During A Business Meeting. The 
result of that faux pax is the privilege(?) of writing this column 
for the next two years. 

------------------ 

At the meet, I got an opportunity to see Russ Haigh's plans for 
his home layout. It will combine On30 and On18. He informed 
me that the On30 portion is operable, though not complete. I 
hope Russ will be able to share his progress with us, once the 
layout reaches the photogenic stage. 

For those of you not familiar with On18, it is O scale modeling 
using 9mm gauge (N scale) track. N scale mechanisms are used 
for scratchbuilding locomotives. For a better idea of what On18 
looks like, see the Sept/Oct 2005 issue of the Gazette, as well as 
the Sept/Oct 2002 issue. 

There is also quite a bit of On18 info on the internet. You might 
want to check out the following sites: 

Yahoo group list of On18 modelers 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/On18/ 

The On18 Modeler website 

http://hometown.aol.com/on18modeler/ 

An On30/On18 layout 

http://www.datamasta.com/emags/articles/o_2005_jan_01.htm    

You can HELP. 

Have you done any work on your railroad? 

Built any interesting (or uninteresting) models? 

Thought up a different way to do something? 

Have you visited a railroad or made some other trip that 
involved a train trip? You can jot down a few notes and send us 
a photo, and you too, will become a noted author! We need to 
inject some new thoughts into this newsletter!   

Tom Diehl has the ultimate garden railroad! His full-size 30" 
gauge railroad is indeed impressive, with live steam to boot. I 
took quite a few photos with my digital camera. If anyone is 
interested in a CD of images of the railroad and equipment, 
contact me. See the contact information below. 

------------------ 

There are a couple of items I'd like the membership to think 
about for the upcoming meet this spring. 

- What can be done to increase attendance at the Fall meet? 
Attendance at this year's meet was meager, at best. 

- Would it be better to elect future King Snipes at the spring 
meet, where there seems to be better attendance? 

------------------ 

How many of your are aware that there were two 3 foot gauge 
industrial railroads in the Castalia area (SW of Sandusky, OH)? 
I wasn't, until a couple years ago. The Castalia Portland Cement 
Co. and the Sandusky Portland Cement Co. operated railroads 
that each ran several miles to the clay pits. I recently obtained a 
map drawn by railroad artist Bob Lorenz, showing the 
approximate location of both lines. Bob informed me that the 
narrow gauge enginehouse still exists in Castalia, as well as a 
shanty located where the two lines crossed. Since most of the 
right-of-way is part of ODNR park property, there should be 
reasonable access to the site. I hope to do some exploring 
before the weather gets too bad. 

Another thing that I learned from Bob's map is that Castalia had 
quite a bit of railroad activity at one time. In addition to the two 
narrow gauge roads, both the Lake Erie & Western and Big 
Four passed through the community. The Lake Shore Electric 
interurban line also served the community. Today, no rails can 
be found. 

------------------ 
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From the manufacturing grapevine: 

Bachmann is planning to produce an On30 Forney locomotive. 
No release date has been set, but inside frame and outside frame 
versions are planned. They will come either as lettered for the 
SR&RL or painted, but unlettered. See Bachmann's website for 
more information. 

------------------ 

If you would like to contact me regarding any of the above 
ramblings, or any other Mini-Bunch matters, you can:  

Email me at jschumaker@cros.net (BEST method)  

Send a letter to 401 S. Patterson St., Gibsonburg, OH 
43431 (backup method)  

Call me at 419-637-2876 ( I have an answering 
machine if you don't catch me at home)  
Jeff  

25th National Narrow Gauge Convention 
Dan Kempf and his faithful crew arranged the excellent 25th 
NNGC in Dearborn, MI, in early September. Several MBer s 
spent three or four days enjoying their work. We had a trip 
behind K-27 464 in Flint, rides on live steam railroads, saw 
about the largest facility for the manufacturers and modular 
layouts.  

On Tuesday evening, over 500 participants attended the ride 
behind one of the last two remaining K-27 s from the DRGW. 
This was at the Huckleberry Village park in Flint, MI. There 
were several photo runby s during the trip.  

Before arriving at Huckleberry, I visited several layouts and 
one was a 7 1/2 gauge line that was spread over adjacent 
properties totaling 25 acres. The ride took 45 minutes. Quite a 
railroad! The railroad includes many sidings, and they actually 
operate by switching and picking up and leaving cars at 
industries along the line. 

  

The contest room was spectacular as usual. The Best-in-Show 
trophy was won by for a early 20th century machine shop 
diorama. Beautiful! (About a dozen Mini-Bunch members 
worked the necessary shifts at the contest room.) 

The hotel was a beautiful facility, although it took awhile to 
find the elevator buttons. Oh, and Detroit left turns are 
interesting. The whole facility was quite close to the Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village. 

  



      
(If anyone is interested, I have a DVD - about one hour long - 
that includes the trip behind K-27 # 464, a ride on the 7 1/2 
gauge Michigan Central, video of Doug Tagsold s layout plus 
Charlie Getz wrap-up talk at the conclusion of the convention. 
This DVD will work on a computer or on a DVD connected to 
a TV set. Note - this is not a professional video, but it will 
remind you of the sights of the convention.. Send $5 to Ted for 
this.)  

  

Fall Meet Repor t 

By Jeff Schumaker , K ing Snipe and Jim Foster , K ing 
Snipe Emer itus 

Your editors asked us to prepare a report on our Fall Meet, 
perhaps to keep your former King Snipe from writing any more 
columns.  

Jim Eakin once again arranged for a Presbyterian church in 
Canton to be the site of our meet on Saturday, October 1st. This 
is the same fine facility in which we met a few years ago, and it 
accommodated two dealers (M2FQ Publications and Jim s 
Railhead Publications) as well as space for the model contest, 
members sales and two portable railroads, one from Russ 
Haigh and one from your former King Snipe. 

 

Ed Cass presented an updated clinic on a topic near and dear to 
your reporters hearts, critters and creatures. This was 
especially appropriate considering our Sunday activities to 
come. Bill Logan described the garden railway he had done for 
a client in the Easton Town Center in Columbus. What was 

especially interesting was the construction of the roadbed from 
lumber made of recycled plastic to minimize the deterioration 

in an outdoor environment. Bill had designed a spline-type 
application for this lumber. There was also a splendid movie 
on touring the Yukon by steamboat and narrow gauge train 
(WP&Y) in the 1940 s. Marge Eakin had also arranged a 
stamping class for spouses and other interested persons to 

create greeting cards. Your reporters saw the results and the 
cards were of professional quality. 

  


