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RANDOM SNIPINGS  by Jeff Schumacher  
Well, Ted tells me it's time for another column, so time to limber 
up the fingers and get to typing. 
------------------ 
I guess my first snipings went over well, since I received 
only three responses; one email, one phone call, and one 
in person.  All were positive, so apparently the random 
nature of this column didn't cause too much distress.  
Then again, there may be Mini-Bunch newsletters lining 
bird cages throughout Ohio and the Great Lakes region. 
------------------ 
In five weeks, the Spring Mini-Bunch meet will be held in 
conjunction with the Midwest Narrow Gauge Show.  
Those of you who have attended recently have probably 
received a registration form in the mail.  More information 
about the meet is included in this newsletter.  I hope that 
as many of our members as possible can attend this fine 
show. 
------------------ 
Just a reminder:  there are a couple items I'd like the 
membership to think about for the upcoming meet this 
spring.  

-  What can be done to increase attendance at the 
Fall meet?  Attendance at this year's meet was meager, at 
best.  

-  Would it be better to elect future King Snipes at 
the spring meet, where there seems to be better 
attendance? 

Another item has been suggested to me since the last 
newsletter:  

-  Do we want to keep holding the Spring meet in 
conjunction with the MNGS, or do we want a separate 
meet? 
------------------ 
(Continued on next page) 

Mini-Bunch Yahoo Group Formed 
Earlier this month, a Mini-Bunch Yahoo! Group was 
established. It s main purpose will be to communicate 
with members about topics of interest. Your Editor will 
keep bugging everyone about needing copy for the 
newsletter and the King Snipe can keep you informed 
about future activities. Posting of the newsletter on the 
web will be announced here too. 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mini-Bunch

 

Your editors would appreciate receiving your current 
email address. Please send to: mearsted@adelphia.net. Up 
to date records will also help us communicate better.  

1913 Flood Information needed: 
Do you have access to any information on the 1913 floods 
that devastated parts of Ohio and destroyed miles of 
canals and railroad tracks? If so, a friend of John Hansen 
is looking for that information. Email, call or write John at 
the address on page 6. 

Spring Mini-Bunch Meet 
Gary Kohler is sponsoring the Midwest Narrow Gauge 
Show on March 31 & April 1 in Greenford, OH. He is 
planning on a Thursday evening session as well as a tour 
on Sunday.  

The registration form (see page seven) has up-to-the-
minute information. Registration is $6.00 for one day or 
$10.00 for two days. You MUST PRE-REGISTER to 
attend the banquet. 

The Mini-Bunch will be collecting an additional $2.00 to 
help defray the cost of this newsletter. Registration for the 
Mini-Bunch continues your subscription for two more 
years. 

Will the Cleveland layouts be open on Sunday?  well, 
that depends on response we get BEFORE the meet in 
Greenford. Send email to the Mini-Bunch Yahoo group or 
to mearsted@adelphia.net

 

or to 
jolochlebowski@earthlink.net

 

. 

/www.narrowtracks.com/minibunch
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mini-Bunch


 
Random Snipings (Continued from page 1) 

Most of you are familiar with Jim Foster's and Russ 
Haigh's micro layouts, which have appeared regularly at 
Mini-Bunch meets for several years.  If you are more than 
a little curious about micro-layouts, or are considering 
building one of your own, check out the following 
website:  www.carendt.com .  It contains information 
about building a micro-layout, as well as 250 layout 
designs.  There is a monthly scrapbook of photos 
submitted by modelers who have built micro-layouts. 
------------------ 
From the manufacturing grapevine: 

I recently received information that the HOn30 Chivers 
boxcar kits have finally been shipped.  Al Sandrini, 
proprietor of B & F Hobbies, in Bakersfield, CA, sent an 
email to the HOn30 list stating that he has received a 
shipment, as well as many of the other Chivers rolling 
stock kits.  This new kit will be a welcome addition to the 
HOn30 community.  For further information, check out 
the following website:  www.bnfhoby.com  (that's hobby 
with ONE b). 
------------------ 
Adventures with Bill (with apologies to Red Green) 

In early January, Bill Vollmar and I did some exploring in 
the Castalia area of the remains of the Castalia Portland 
Cement Co. and the Sandusky Portland Cement Co. 
narrow gauge railroad operations.  We made quite few 
finds.  The enginehouse of the C P C Co. still stands and 
is used by the ODNR as offices and a garage.  The shanty 
that Bob Lorenz told me about still stands where the two 
lines crossed, although neither Bill nor I could figure out 
its purpose.  The biggest find was a piece of rail, 
discovered by Bill, imbedded in a township road just off 
St. Rt. 269. This rail was once part of the C P C Co. 
"mainline".  Photos of our discoveries can be found 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Another discovery was that the LE&W depot still exists, 
although not at its original site, and is currently the Lions 
Club building. 
------------------ 
Keep in mind, if you would like to contact me regarding 
any of the above ramblings, any other Mini-Bunch 
matters, Or just to let me know how much your parakeet 
enjoys my column, you can: 

Email me at jschumaker@cros.net (BEST method) 

Send a letter to 401 S. Patterson St., Gibsonburg, OH  
43431  (backup method) 

Call me at 419-637-2876  ( I have an answering machine 
if you don't catch me at home) 
Jeff  

Spring Mini-Bunch Meet 
Gary Kohler is sponsoring the Midwest Narrow Gauge 
Show on March 31 & April 1 in Greenford. 
The usual model contest will be held. See the registration 
form on page 7 for more details or visit the website for 
additional information:  

http://www.narrowtracks.com/oh2foot/ 

You can also email Gary at m2fq@aol.com   

Clinics include: 
OR&W M-O-W by Bill Logan 
Modeling Whitefield by Pete Magoun 
HOn30  by Pete Magoun 
Fast Tracks Switch and Turnout Assembly Clinic by 
Tim Warris and Company. Learn how to use Fast Tracks 
turnout assembly fixtures by the pros. 
Virtual Model Railroading by Russ Milland 
Hands on Modeling by Noll Horan 
WW&F Locomotives by Chris McChesney and Gary 
Kohler 
Weyerhaeuser Lumber by Frank Telewski 
Lancaster, Oxford & Southern by Joe Hueber 
Locomotives of the W P &Y by Robert Bell 
Imagine, a Climax locomotive, Colorado & Southern, 
Silverton Northern, East Tennessee & Western North 
Carolina, and Denver & Rio Grande Western narrow 
gauge locomotives all working on the same rails!  Truth is 
stranger than fiction.  Take a look at the eclectic range of 
narrow gauge locomotives, steam to diesel, that have plied 
the rails of the White Pass. 
Narrow Gauge Railroads in the Cleveland area  a 
photo journey by John Chlebowski 

  

This year the Saturday banquet will be held at the 
Hampton Inn in Canfield and will catered by the 
Greenford Cupboard  the same group that has fabulous 
coffee and lunches at the meeting hall. Note that you 
CANNOT sign up for banquet at the meet. You must pre-
register to be able to attend the banquet. 
A number of dealers and manufacturers will be there too: 
Train & Trooper, Railhead Publications, Portland 
Locomotive works, Car Works, Rickety Rails, C&D 
Model Engineering, Underground Railway Press, BTS, 
Warrior Run, Wiseman Model Services, Fast Tracks, Inc 

http://www.carendt.com
http://www.bnfhoby.com
http://www.narrowtracks.com/oh2foot/


     
Easton Town Center  Large Scale Outdoor 
Railway - By Bill Logan 
Winter has come to the high Sierras and to central Ohio. 
Here is a venerable mogul with a three car passenger train 
coming into Columbus Station for water on the Easton 
Town Center large scale outdoor railway. 

 

Nothing warms the heart of a railroader like steam engines 
in real winter snow with brightly colored cars in tow. The 
station passengers will have to wait in the cold until the 
engine has its fill of water to take the awaiting hill seen in 
the background. I have included a second photo taken 
during the summer of 2005 for contrast. 
The Easton Town Center  Large Scale Railway is located 
outdoors at the shopping center s Children s Park. Easton 
Town Center is one of Columbus, Ohio s largest 
commercial shopping malls located on the northeast side 
near the I-270 outer belt. 

 

The railroad (1: 22.5 scale) operates seven days a week 
during mall hours. Mini-Bunch members who attended 
our fall meeting attended a clinic on the construction of 
this railway by Bill Logan, the railroad s designer and 
builder. In brief  the railroad covers 1,500 square feet, 
has 400 feet of track on three levels, and dozens of lighted 
structures. There is a 1,500 gallon pond with waterfall, 
three tunnels totaling 30 feet, 60 feet of wooden trestle 
and three bridges. The area is totally landscaped and 
lighted for nighttime viewing. Three trains run 
simultaneously and log over 430 actual miles a week. 

(Sounds like a clinic on how I maintain the railroad should 
be next).  

Kirtland Train Show 
The largest train show in northern Ohio will take place at 
Lakeland Community College on March 18th and 19th, 
2006 from 10 AM to 4 PM each day. This show is located 
just southeast of the I-90 and Ohio 306 interchange. (This 
is exit 193 on I-90.) The show is held in three large gyms 
with 300 tables for dealers. There is shuttle service from 
the parking lot to the show. Food is available and there are 
clinics and modular railroads. Fun for the whole family.  
Admission is $5 per day or $8 for two days  

On30 Club Layout in Columbus 
If you have attended either of the last two Mini-Bunch 
meets in Columbus, you may have visited the COOSE 
scale and tinplate layouts at the Kingsdale Shopping 
Center in Upper Arlington on the west side of Columbus. 
The club is building a layout based in the year 1939 with a 
small port city at one end and a (still to be constructed) 
small city with engine facility at the other end. The layout, 
designed by Michael Yoakam, has 22 feet of track built 
and operational. It is a long and narrow layout to fill some 
unused space at the club's exhibit site. The trackwork and 
turnouts are hand-laid (except hidden trackage) with the 
modeling done by Michael Yoakam. At the port end of the 
layout there is a wharf scene and the mainline travels over 
the water on a long curved trestle. This was built by Terry 
Hansley and Michael Yoakam. The layout will include a 
lumber operation, a coal mine (with an empties in/loads 
out feature) and possibly a small sawmill. Our layout uses 
a Digitrax command control system. 
This new project has sparked much interest among our 
members; it has provided the club with new members with 
more to come we hope. Plus the public who visit our 
exhibit love the layout. We have several visitors who 
come every time we are open to the public just to watch 
model trains. 
The Central Ohio O-Scale Engineers exhibit also includes 
a large modular standard gauge O-Scale layout, a 1/4 inch 
scale model circus with Lionel and American Flyer 
running around it, a new O-Scale traction layout 
(streetcars and interurbans) and a Z Scale layout. COOSE 
is open the second and fourth Saturdays of each month 
from 10AM to 4PM. We are located in the Kingsdale 
Shopping Center in a store front at the base of the center's 
clock tower. Kingsdale is located between Tremont Road, 
Zollinger Road and Northwest Blvd. just south of 
Fishinger Road in the Columbus suburb of Upper 
Arlington. If you find yourself in the Columbus area on 
one of these days please stop by and introduce yourself.  

Mini-Meet in Columbus on June 17th 
The Central Ohio O-Scale Engineers presents an On30 
Mini-Meet to be held on Saturday, June 17, 2006, at the 
club's exhibit at Kingsdale Shopping Center in Columbus, 
Ohio. Everyone is welcome to join us and see our new 
On30 layout plus the club's other layouts. We are planning 
to present clinics, have a cook-out style lunch at a small 
cost and have some local home layouts open for a layout 
tour. The list of home layouts include: Harry "Doc" Sage, 
Jim Ruisinger, Terry Hansley and Michael Yoakam. We 
will have space for display of models that participants 



 
bring. We can also show videos/DVDs. We hope to have 
modelers from far and wide come and have a day of 
trains, good eats and fun! The only cost to participants is a 
small fee for the lunch. Please plan to come to Columbus 
in June! 
For more information contact John Clark at 
NYCJDClark@aol.com   

Indiana On30 group  Al Askerberg repor ting: 
A new group known as the "Hoosier On30 Modulers" has 
formed to build modules that will feature freelance 
eastern-style logging.  Several of the members need 
something on which to run their Bachmann Shays and 
Climaxes.  Of particular interest is the bench work design 
that features interchangeable inserts, stage-like lighting, 
and tool-less assembly/knockdown.  There are five 
members at present.  We hope to have the modules ready 
by fall.   

Ted s Travels 
Here are some photos of a G gauge layout in Switzerland.    
I hope to visit there and ride some of their 30 narrow 
gauge railroads in 2007. 


