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RANDOM SNIPING by Jeff Schumacher 
It's that time again.  Time to get my column ready for the 
latest newsletter.  I can hear the parakeets happily chirping 
throughout the Great Lakes region. 
------------------ 
For those of you who didn't make it to the Spring Meet in 
Salem, you missed another great show. Around 170 
people attended the meet.  This included 46 registered 
Mini-Bunchers (and another 12 MB'ers who did not 
register). There were over 60 vendor tables, which filled 
the gymnasium of the Greenford Church hall. There were 
HOn30 and Sn2 modular layouts set up, as well as a 
couple On30 micro layouts.  Over a dozen clinics were 
given on various narrow gauge subjects, both modeling 
and prototype. The evening buffet held at the Hampton 
Inn was fantastic. 
------------------ 
Gary Kohler graciously allowed us to hold a Mini-Bunch 
raffle at the Spring Meet.  We made $160, which is not 
bad for a last minute addition. 
------------------ 
Some photos of the Spring Meet can be found at 
http://gdwphoto.com . 
------------------ 
The Mini-Bunch business meeting was well attended at 
the show.  It was decided that election of future King 
Snipes will be moved to the Spring Meet, due to the larger 
attendance of members.  As a result, my sentence, er, I 
mean term, has been extended for 6 more months.  

Regarding increasing attendance at the Fall Meets:  It was 
suggested that we go back to having modeling contests, as 
was done in the past.  After some discussion, the theme 
for the contest at the Fall 2006 meet is build something 
"whimsical".  This can be motive power, rolling stock, 
structures, or even a diorama. Thanks to Jim Kehn for the 
idea.  

It was also decided that we continue to hold the Spring 
meet in conjunction with the Midwest Narrow Gauge 
meet for the foreseeable future.  

Future Fall meets will be held in the following locations:   

2006 - Bowling Green, OH (more on this below)  
2007 - Detroit or Ann Arbor area 

------------------ 
Bill Vollmar and I will be hosting the Fall 2006 meet in 
Bowling Green, OH, on Saturday, November 11th.  The 
relative lateness of the meet is due to the number of train 
shows held during the month of October.  

We are in the process of making arrangements to hold the 
meet at the Woodland Banquet Center, located in the 
Woodland Mall.  This will allow us to have a dinner in 
conjunction with the meet.  The banquet room is next to 
the Silver Dollar Restaurant and is fairly large.  

Tentatively, we have two layouts available for viewing.  
These are in the Toledo area.  I will have more 
information in the next newsletter.  

If anyone is willing to do a clinic at the meet, please let 
me know.  

Also, if anyone has items to donate for a raffle, please let 
me know. 
------------------ 
Webster's dictionary defines whimsical as "oddly out of 
the ordinary".  In the latest issue of Short and Narrow 
Rails, there is an article on the Apache Powder Company 
and its railroad.  Some of the motive power and rolling 
stock fits that definition. 
------------------ 
If you're looking for an example of a whimsical structure, 
look in the latest issue of Light Iron Digest (vol. 8, #1).  
There is a photo of a newspaper office in Canfield, OH, 
that just might fit the bill.  I'm sure that there are similar 
structures still standing throughout the distribution area of 
this newsletter. 
Keep in mind, if you would like to contact me regarding 
any of the above ramblings, or any other Mini-Bunch 
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matters:   

Email me at jschumaker@cros.net,      

Call me at 419-637-2876, or     

Send a letter to 401 S. Patterson St., Gibsonburg, 
OH  43431    

Jeff  

A member sent the following letter to the editor of 
Railroad Model Craftsman in response to Jim Foster s 
Trashy article in their April issue: 

Deer Editar Bill  

I done took grate ohfence at Mr. Forster's article on trash 
and garbage in the April RMC. 
I seed his presenta....prisontashun.......slide show at the 
nar gage flockin' in Deetroit last year. I spose no ones got 
trash over thar in Dayton butt we in the other part of Ahia 
do!  As I sees it the biggest problem is tars. Car tars is 
everywhere and Mr. Forster has a pitcher with only 3 tars 
in it and that ain't prototipe! Iffen he really wanted to 
model sumthin he ought to do a car tar far which is 
smellier than a dead mashed skunk! 
One of these days someone will invent a tar that raccoons 
and skunks and groundhogs will eat and camo colored 
beer cans and he won't have to model all that trash!  

Jim Kehn 
East of Clumbus, Ahia 
(I guess he is an Ohio U grad)  

Mini-Bunch Meet in Greenford, OH  

Changed to Spring election date for the King Snipe 
Do we want to go elsewhere for the Spring meet  Well, 
there were no alternatives, so we will come back to Gary s 
meet again next year.  

Themed model contest was chosen for Fall meeting. It 
will be Whimsical for Nov 2006  

46 registered members and at least 12 members who did 
not register with us. (cheapskates - hey, guys, it only costs 
$2 to keep getting the newsletter)  Note we now have 
119 listed members who will receive the next newsletter.  

Contest - 27 entries  

Winners 
Locomotive  Shay  Rob Bell 
Critter - Michael Yoakham 
Structure  Hukill Mine - Kevin Kusman 
Rolling Stock  Caboose #3  Sam Swanson 

Display  Electric Transmission Line - Eric Newberry 
Grand Prize Awards 
Rob Bell - Shay 
Michael Yoakham  Railbus  

55+ Tables for dealers and individual sellers 
Excellent food served  Greenford Cupboard  

OHIO RIVER & WESTERN  
2006 Tour & Gathering  

OR&W 2006 update #2 04-30-2006  

All day May 27th and all day May 28th, 2006  

Refer to Flyer on page 7.  

Come celebrate the 75TH ANNIVERSARY of the last run 
of the OR&W over Memorial weekend 2006.  

Our Saturday driving tour from 8:30 am to 5:30 
pm will follow the route of accommodation special #9669 
as it wound its way over the route from Bellaire to 
Woodsfield for the last time. Stops along the way will 
include: Bellaire City Park, Bellaire Union Station site, 
Shadyside Station and Coach 15, Key (Bethal) Station 
site, Jacobsburg Station, Captina Station site and antique 
operating oil well , Armstrongs Mills Station, Alledonia 
Station, Beallsville Station site and lunch at Beallsville 
Railroad Diner, Adair Station and Coach #5, Boxcar, and 
Woodsfield Station and yard sites, the Mooney 
homestead, Monroe Bank Building and OR&W 
headquarters. Saturday will start with a open air talk at the 
Bellaire City Park by Daniel L. Frizzi, Jr. noted author - 
on Colonel John H. Sullivan  The railroad s first 
president. 

7:00 pm to 10:00 pm - Saturday night at the hotel 
will provide opportunities for three image presentations on 
the rail equipment, the original Bellaire and Southwestern 
RR, and the importance of the surrounding standard gauge 
railroads.   

On Sunday from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon we will 
drive the middle section of the railroad from Caldwell 
back to Woodsfield. Stops along the way will include 
Caldwell Station site, Engine #11 bell, Caboose #33, 
Sarahsville Station site, Fredricksdale Station site and 
General Store, Mt Ephraim Station site, Whigville Station 
site, Summerfield Station site, Combine #29, Burkhart 
Station, Lewisville Station site, Woodsfield. In 
Woodsfield from noon to 1:00 pm, we will visit the Parry 
Museum with the OR&W room. From 1:00 pm to 3:30 
pm  two image presentations by Edward Cass and William 
Logan will occur at the Woodsfield Public Library. From 
the library we will tour the Nationally Registered 
Woodsfield United Methodist Church with its Mooney 



     
stained glass windows, special organ, and OR&W history. 
After the tour will we end the day at the church for dinner 
provided by the ladies of the UM Church.   

WRLogan  

VIEWS ALONG THE OR&W 
The Re-discovered Shadyside Freight House 
By Bill Logan 04-26-2006  

By the end of World War 1 Shadyside, Ohio had been a 
station stop on the OR&W for 37 years. The former farm 
property of James Leasure had developed into a well 
defined community with a population in excess of 3000. 
The dirt rutted Bellaire and Wegee Pike thru the middle of 
town had long since become the paved Central Avenue. 
Businesses now lined this artery as well as the Wheeling 
Traction Company tracks and the OR&W. The OR&W 
Station at West 38th Street and Central Avenue built in 
1883 had survived the heavy volume of passenger traffic 
from the war years. Across from the station in the center 
of Central Avenue a passenger shelter had been built in 
1915 to assist the many passengers and hold a small 
amount of freight for shipment. The narrow gauge had a 
main line with a double ended and a separate single ended 
siding  all three rail  running for four blocks south from 
the station. The single ended siding ended at 40th Street. 
Here many a freight wagon and then motorized truck bed 
loaded and unloaded larger volume freight direct to and 
from the narrow gauge on what was considered a team 
track. Freight business continued to increase to the point 
that the railroad decided to build a freight house to protect 
perishable goods in inclement weather. An 18 foot long by 
9 wide by 14 high freight house was built on the east side 
of the siding. 2 by finished cut framing and horizontal lap 
siding were typical for the time. The north end had a pair 
of double hinged doors for full width access. A separate 
man door, two opposing windows, a single ridged slate 
roof and plain board trim completed the building 
architecture. A platform extended around three sides. 

 

This photo shows Central Avenue looking north. The 
streets is filled with Henry Ford s motorized creations and 

others. The grass median notes the location for the narrow 
gauge, The OR&W s Shadyside freight house shows in 
line with the power poles at the 40th Street crossover. It 
looks like a truck is parked to load or unload freight. This 
building functioned up to the railroads demise in 1931, 
when it was auctioned off and moved. But to whom it was 
sold and where it went quickly became lost in time.  

Fast forward to 2005 - in my on going research of 
the OR&W, I had heard rumors from a historian friend in 
Shadyside that the freight house still existed. Of course I 
wanted to see it, so off we went arriving at East 37th Street 
between Lincoln and Highland Avenues. There it sat 
behind an existing residence along an alley. It appeared to 
function as a garage or storage shed. For an 87+ year old 
building, it was in excellent shape. After photographing 
the exterior and noting details about the building, we left. 
The property was for sale with no one at home to ask any 
questions.   

In April 2006, I returned to find the property sold 
and now occupied by a new family  the Kizmirski s. I 
stopped by and introduced myself to Andy and Kathy 
Kizmirski the new owners of the home and by default the 
freight house. They saw the home for sale and decided to 
buy it. Even though they are long time residents of 
Shadyside, they had no real understanding concerning the 
history of the garage as they called it. We sat down at 
the picnic table in their backyard to chat., share pictures, 
and re-discover the history of the building.   

As I showed them maps and photos, Kathy remembered 
her farther commenting about the garage being a 
building associated with the former narrow gauge, but his 
remarks had been dismissed at the time - older gentleman 
that he was. She called her dad on the phone and asked if 
he would walk over to meet with us. Shortly, I was 
introduced to Mr. James R. Weeks - a gentleman in his 
eighties and another life long resident of Shadyside. After 
a brief review of my information, Mr. Weeks related a 
story  As a child he would sometimes play around the 
freight station.  Cops and robbers and such with other 
local boys. Once he used the freight platform to hide 
under to avoid a group of not so friendly boys chasing him 
after school trying to pick a fight. A large smile came over 
Mr. Weeks face as he recalled these remembrances. I 
commented that he was right all along about the origin of 
the building. He then turned to Kathy and remarked, See 
I told you about this building being on the narrow gauge. 
You did t believe me . Kathy apologized for her 
skepticism and all was set right with her father on this 
matter.  



  

Later Kathy and Andy were kind enough to open the 
building for my inspection and photos. The building 
remains in fine condition after the former owners re-
leveled the foundation, braced the interior, re-roofed, and 
painted the exterior. All the original hardware remains. 
The interior is unfinished with all the studs and framing 
visible as well as the exterior siding. The only things 
missing were the railroad sign noting Shadyside and the 
end roof detailing brackets.   

Mr. Weeks is another example of how the little 
narrow gauge OR&W touched the lives of all who came 
in contact with it and how those memories have lasted a 
lifetime. I finished my time with a photo of Mr. Weeks 
standing by the north door entrance as a testimony to his 
recollections and this day s triumph of aged memory over 
youthful skepticism.  


