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Fall has rolled around again, and that means it@ time to get
down to some Model Railroading. For most of us, it@ been a
wet, cool summer that was great for travel. For me, a couple
of trips stand out. First, we traveled to Maine for a non-rail
vacation but ended up spending parts of two days on the
WWS& F including the museum, and what@ left of the real
thing. Wevisited the museum on the first day of thetrip. It
realy never stopped raining. We were the only passengers on
the diesel-powered train and had awonderful ride and
conversation with the train crew.

Afterwards, we toured the newly expanded shop building and
saw the new boiler for Number 9 that was delivered the
previousday. They planned to mount the boiler on the frame
of the engine at the end of the season. Our guide also showed
us the master plan for the Sheepscot end of the line including
the planned turntable and engine house. After our tour, we
drove the entire length of the line and photographed as much
aswe could. Then it was off to Bar Harbor (Baa Haa Baa) for
afew days. On theway back to Portland, we stopped at
Freeport and L.L. Bean. As many of you know Freeport is not
that far from Wiscasset so we felt obligated to go back in the
sunshine to catch steam engine Number 10, which was
running that day. We ran into Peter Barney who wasriding
with his grandchildren. 1t was afitting end to an enjoyable
week.

29" National Narrow Gauge Convention

This year@ narrow gauge extravaganzawas held in Colorado
Springs September 16-20. Quite afew Mini-Buncher@were
in attendance. Overall it seemed to me that attendance was
down this year but that was understandabl e given the economy
and the cost of travel. Jim Stewart and | made the trip afew
days before the convention so we could follow the former Rio
Grande line over LaVeta Pass. If you haven®seen it, thisisa
new operation called the Rio Grande Scenic Railroad. The
diesel engines are painted for the San Luis and Rio Grande
Railway.

The line runs steam on the weekendsin the form of former
LS&| Ex-Grand Canyon 18, a 2-8-0. They aso have LS&I 20
that is undergoing restoration at Alamosa. The Rio Grande
Scenic runs several passenger trains daily over all three
segments of their line (LaV eta-Alamosa, AlamosaBMonte
Vista, AlamosaBAntonito). Since we were there early in the
week, we only saw diesels running. Leaving Antonito, we
followed the Chili Line to Santa Fe with areturn trip via
Chamabefore tying up for the night in Alamosa.

Then it was on to Colorado Springs with aside trip up
Phantom Canyon (Florence & Cripple Creek grade) to Cripple
Creek. There is an amazing amount of ongoing mining activity



in the Cripple Creek/Victor/Goldfield district. Many of the old
structures are gone, as the tailing piles have been reprocessed.
Most of Bull Hill has been removed, and new ore veins have
been discovered. The mining company doing all of thiswork
isowned by DeBeers. The Cripple Creek and Victor Railroad
still runs, but the new mining activity isvery close to the end
of theline.

The convention started on Wednesday evening. The clinics at
this year® convention were particularly good. Thetrain show
attracted a huge number of dealers. One thing that struck me
was the resurgence of HOn3 modeling due primarily to the
efforts of Blackstone Models and Micro Trains. Both com-
panies offer state of the art models with Blackstone offering
sound and DCC equipped locomotives.

There were several modular layouts in the hotel and all were
running sound-equipped locomotives, so that when the doors

opened at the end of a clinic, whistles greeted us and exhaust
sounds.

We visited several very fine home layouts in the Denver,
Colorado Springs and Pueblo areas. 1t& fun to see the
evolution of the hobby by visiting other modelers. Nearly all
the layouts we saw now use DCC and sound-equipped
locomotives. Some of the Sn3 modelers are still holdouts, but
they have made sizeable investments in PBL sound systems
that sound really great. We had a smooth flight home, but
knew we faced a dilemmawhen we got there.

Fall 2009 Mini-Bunch M eet

Our fall meet was originally scheduled for November 14-15.
While we were in Colorado, we found that there had been a
mix-up with the hotel and they thought the meet was
scheduled for November 21-22. To make along story short
we tried to work it out, but the hotel was booked on the 14" so
wereally had no choice but to go with November 21-22.

In spite of al this controversy, the team hasreally put together
agreat weekend of narrow gauge fun. The flyer and hotel
registration information is included in this issue of the
Newsletter. Theregistration fee for the weekend is $30.00
which includes admission to EnterTrainment Junction (a
$12.95 value), a buffet dinner on Saturday night including
beverage and dessert and all the other activities for the
weekend. Theroom rate at the Wingate Hotel is only $79.00
per night for up to 4 persons. John Burchnall has lined up
several outstanding layouts for usto visit on Saturday night
and Sunday Morning. We will have several interesting clinics
and lots more to keep us occupied. | hopeto seeyou al at the
Wingate (Mini-Bunch World Headquarters).

FutureMini-Bunch Activities

Wedl be heading back to Greenford, OH for the Midwest All-
Scale Narrow Gauge Show in 2010. That meeting is scheduled
to be March 25-27. That will also be the time to elect a new
King Snipe. 1t® not too early to begin campaigning for this
esteemed office!

The site of thefall, 2010 meet has not been finalized, but there
are somethingsin theworks. Stay tuned!

Well, that@ all for this month. | hope to seeyou al a thefall
meet in West Chester.

Roy Hord

King Snipe



2009National Narrow Gauge Convention

We have but recently returned form Colorado Springs and
Narrow Gauge Convention #29. The following are some
reflections upon this and former conventions.

There were familiar faces to greet, and some who were
missed. The layouts, modules, and individual models on
display were most impressive, and the clinics enjoyable and
instructive.

A goodly number were present, a number of new items could
be purchased/. In short, the convention was avery pleasant
experience. And then, there were the mountains.

We assayed atrip to the DSP& P rockwork on Ohio Pass, the
last attempt by the RR to attain the goal of the Pacific. Those
possessing copies of Orhe Mineral Belt, Volume I11Omay find
acopy, on page 381, of a photograph of the area taken by John
Chlebowski, taken from the grade below the final rockwork.
The copy has been doctored to remove an unknown bystander.
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For those who are jigsaw puzzle addicts, Mr. John Coker is
supplying puzzles of hiswork. They are of the highest quality,
and of sufficient difficulty to engage the sharpest eye.

Mr. Joe Fuss continues to produce items that are not only
excellent models, but also useful, as demonstrated by his
handy (Bench Top Organizer,Owhich is proving a useful
addition to my desk.

Looking back at the last few years, it is pleasant to consider
the advances that have been developed in model making, and
the broad diversity of products offered, particularly in the area
of commercial and residential units. They are also, to my
mind, quite enjoyable to build. Also, while some of our old

friends are no more in evidence, there appears to be more
young modelers, how often have their families with them. The
hobby may still survive.

| hope so
John Hansen
TW comments:.

A group from Kansas City made abid for 2014 and it was
accepted.

One sort of sad note B Charlie Getz announced that this was
hisPnext to last Bwrap up of the convention. Next year at St.
Louiswill be hislast.

Condolencesto Jim Eakin

We sadly report the tragic death of Jim Eakin@ wife, Marge,
along with his two grandchildren Macy and James on June 8".
Marge was an active participant in Railhead Publications and
many of our members met Marge at various Mini-Bunch
meetings.

Marge and Jim are very active in their church and donations
can be made to Westminster Community Church (171
Aultman Ave N.W., Canton, OH 44708.)

Jim@ address is Railhead Publications, Box 6579, Canton, OH
44706.

Columbus O Scale Club Demolished
Email from John Clark:

The Central Ohio O Scale Engineers moved out of our space
in Kingsdale Shopping Center in July. Then on September 3rd
our building met the wrecking ball. Our space will become a
parking lot for anew Giant Eagle Grocery store.

We are talking with the new owners of Kingsdale Shopping
Center. There isavery good chance that we will have spacein
the new Kingsdale Shopping Center. We have always had a
great time at Kingsdale and certainly want to continue to
exhibit out model railroads there.
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Craftsman Corner - Joshua® Building

For those of you who have read my articlesin the past or

know me, you know my favorite part of the hobby is building
structures. There is just something about the look of old
wooden buildings with twisted and falling siding and additions



that get my juicesflowing. | once found a building that, in the
past, had been a school, achurch, atown hall, arecreation
center, a machine shop and now abarn. It had at least four
separate additions to it and not a drop of paint left. Thereis
something about those old buildings, with al the changes they
have gone through, that gives them a unique charm and
character that just begs to be modeled.
- " ;

| have started on two more such structures since the last
installment on the Muskingum Valley. Oneis complete and is
pictured below and the other one is about 90% complete. The
completed one is a drugstore with some rooms for rent above.
The building is made up of some cut down Y orke castings
strip wood, clapboard siding and some Grant line window
castings. The second one is Huffman Manufacturing. This one

isover four stories tall and has a footprint of 140x 170 There
will be more on this one in the future.

This article is about a third building that happened quite by
accident. While | was building the drugstore, my son Joshua
was right beside me. Heis 6 years old, and as usud, was
talking about trains and asking me questions, E QWhy do you
do that? What@ this for Daddy?Oand others. Then he asked
me ODaddy can | stain this?Ol looked over and thought QVhy
not?0It was just a scrap piece of wall from the castings | cut
up. | gave him aquick mention to be careful and try not to
spill anything so Daddy won@® get in trouble.

He asked what color | used and how to do it. | opened the
bottle and told him how | apply it. He followed my example
with asmile on hisface. | went back to work on my building
and before | knew it he had four scrap walls stained and was
trying to open abottle of red paint for the bricks. | helped him
out again and with a Orhanks DaddyOhe was off and brushing
again. Soon he asked meiif | could help him glue them into a
cheese wedge shaped building. We both sanded on the walls a
little to get the angles right and then we glued them together.
It was his bedtime so | tucked him in and he told me,

Ol can@wait to build aroof for my building tomorrow. | like
scratch building DaddyQ

The following night we cut out some mat board for the base
and the roof. | did the cutting with an X-acto knife. | wasn®
ready to let him does that yet? He used 3M-paper tape for the
tarpaper and painted it with Tamiya German Gray. He glued
the structure to the base and made a board walk from 1/320
x3/160strip wood that he stained with Indiaink and alcohol.
He then asked for some signs and a smokestack. He cut out the
signs and painted the stack. He said he wanted a mouse out
front on abox and some barrels. We went to the basement and
found some painted castings and an Artista Rat. He was
ecstatic. He proceeded to glue on the castings and informed

me that it was a OTrain Hobby ShopQ We then found some
Grandt line doors and windows to paint and install. He
finished it off with a scrapbook punch of atrain to hang above
the door.



Over the weekend we took his building to the local railroad
club we belong to and he showed several friends. All of them
paid him compliments and he was beaming from ear to ear. He
informed them that it was for Daddy@ layout. When my wife
asked if | was going to use it | said yes.

R

Though | didn@realize it at the time, working with my son on
this building was more than just a thow-to lessonOand more
than just a building. It was building our relationship. | started
thinking about what was said to him at the club, and the re-
action of our friends, and it reminded me of why | like this
hobby so much. It is not the best new building, the newest
train, the largest layout or the most detailed model. It isthe
relationships that we build with each other.

| am sure Joshua@ Hobby Shop won®win any awards, there

won@®be any thow did you do thatOquestions and it won®
make any magazine cover shots. But | am sure it will get many

looks and | will get many questions. But every time someone
asks about it, | will cheerfully tell the story of my son Joshua,
and how he built my favorite building. And, a the same time,
| will be building another friendship.

What a Great hobby!
Michael Y oakam

Mini-Bunch Winners

Several Mini-Bunch members were awarded prizes at the
NMRA National Convention in Hartford, CT this past July.

Sam Swanson won the gscal e RailsOaward for the waterfront
building called WindesOFine Fish.

Tom Atherton won two Firstsin scratchbuilt models: Freight
carsfor alog loader, and Non-revenue for his C& S 030
Ditcher.

Phil Gliebe won Seconds for his NG Diesel and his transfer
caboose and the People@ Choice award for the NG Diesdl.

Craftsman Corner BLoco Doc by Phil Gliebe

Diary of an Amateur Loco Doctor (Practicing without a
License): OThe Basket CaseO

It all began when Bob, Fink theillustrious Superintendent of
the Mid-Central Region, Division 3 (Dayton, Ohio Area) of
NMRA, gave me abox full of parts, which were the remains
of a Bachmann On30 Porter locomotive. This Chasket caseO
was part of adonation of a collection, the donor who shall
remain anonymous. Bob said, (Here, see if you can get this
back together and running again, | don@havetimeto doit.O
Thus began my journey as an amateur loco doctor, and my
first case was, well, a (basket one.O

January 20, 2009:

| opened the box of parts. | laid them out on atable. | studied
them for awhile, noticing that there were alot of wires, gears,
wheels, many castings that | didn®have any idea what they
were for, and, most frighteningly, no instructions. Too many
parts! | decided that | didn®know what | was doing, and put
all the parts back in the box and put the box back up on the
shelf in my workshop.

January 22, 2009:
Guilt crept into my subconscious mind. How could | face Bob
and the NMRA Division 3 members, and announce failure,

and admit that | couldn® even put together a simple 4-wheel
locomotive? So | took down the box of parts, laid them out on



atable again. Then | remembered: (Hey, | have a Bachmann
Porter, all | have to do islook at it, and put the parts of this
one back together so it looks like the one | already have! O So
| dug out my Bachmann Porter, and looked at it. Eureka, a
parts diagram was in my Porter box! | studied the parts
diagram, looked at the parts | had laid out, and then noticed
that | had more parts than the diagram showed (not good), and
that some of the parts didn@® look like the parts in the diagram
(also not good). | decided to take arefreshment break, put the
parts back in the box, put the box back on the shelf, and
headed for the refrigerator to partake of a nice cold, whole-
grain beverage.

January 23, 2009 (Afternoon):

Guilt again crept into my subconscious mind. GDkay, letG
break this basket case down into its elemental building
blocks,Ol said to myself, using my past engineering expertise
and thinking. | sorted out all the partsthat | thought were part
of the drive mechanism and chassis Dwheels, gears, wires &
frame halves (yes, the frame was in halves, and al the parts
inside it were outsideQit). | studied the parts diagram and the
parts | had, noting that the wires from the current pickup strips
were broken off, and began trying to assembl e these parts to
see if they went together correctly. After several trial fits, |
figured out how it all went together (but not recognizing a
fatal flaw in my figuring Bmore later). | then realized | had to
solder the wires back where they belonged, which had me
nervous, as my skill in soldering is about as good as my skill
in plumbing repair (another horror story for another timel).
But | took my time, was careful, and got the wires soldered to
the pickup strips without significant damage to either the parts
ortomebYay! It wastimeto break for a cold, whole-grain
beverage.

January 23, 2009 (Evening):

Having mustered more courage based on successful soldering
of acouple of teeny-tiny wires, | headed for the workshop to
see what else| could accomplish. | assembled the gearbox,
motor and drive wheels, and then (moment of fear) tested the
assembly with a power pack. Low and behold, it ran, and not
too bad either! Adrenalin rush came over me; let@ get the
locomotive body castingson! Then to my dismay, |
discovered that the bottom casting has to slip on from the top,
and the motor was too wide for the casting opening. This
meant that | had to disassemble the chassis, remove the motor,
and put the casting on, then put the motor back in, and screw it
back together. Thiswas no easy task (you need 3 or 4 hands
for this), because the motor won@ go in without splitting the
chassis halves, and the body casting won® dlip over the
chassis halves unless they®e together. Catch 22! And, if
you®e not careful, when you open the chassis halves, the
gears and contact stripsfall out! GDkay,Ol said to myself,
Qet® break for a cold, whole-grain beverage and think this
through! O

January 25, 2009:

| disassembl ed the chassis/gearbox, removed the motor (had to
unsolder the motor wire leads), closed up the gearbox, slipped
on the lower body casting, slightly opened the gearbox,
enough to slip the motor back in, and closed it up again. | re-
soldered the motor leads, and retested the assembly, and it ran.

Wonder of wonders! Okay, time for abreak for a Qou-know-
what!O

February 9, 2009:

| was able to identify the cab floor and pilot frame/steam
cylinder parts and snapped them into place on the chassis.

Just to be sure, | re-checked the resulting assembly to make
sure the motor still ran and the wheels still turned, and they
did. | carefully put all the remaining parts back in the box and
set the chassis assembly on a shelf, not wanting to push my
luck any more that day.

February 24, 2009:

| screwed up the courage to attempt assembling the side rods
and drive rods to the drive wheels and steam chests, and these
went together fairly easily, sincel could just look at my own
Porter and see where all the partswent. | then decided to
sparingly oil and lubricate the gears, axle bearings and rod
bearings, and gave it atest run on a piece of test track. It ran,
somewhat noisily, but it ran, and fairly smoothly at that.
Break time!

February 28, 2009:

| began looking at the GextraOparts in the box of parts, and
noticed that they appeared to be for converting the Porter to a
logging locomotive with a Gypsy Winch system. | did alittle
search on the web, and discovered that they were indeed the
parts from a Gypsy Conversion Kit offered by Backwoods
Miniatures (see www.backwoodsminiatures.com for more
information), which was priced at 33 UK pounds, or about 55
USD at the current exchange rate. The kit included the winch
assembly, assorted piping and valves, detail parts like toolbox
and air tanks, and new end beams and smoke stack. This
finding gave me impetus to finish putting it together and
having a unique locomotive to show for it! | installed the
saddle tank, sand dome, sand lines and water hatch. | had to
fabricate new attachment eyehooks for the sand lines, as the
stock ones had been broken off and lost. | again test ran the
assembly on atest track, and it still ran, even smoother than
before. The added weight of the cast metal water saddle tank
improved the running considerably.

M arch 03, 2009:

| installed the air pump (also a part of the conversion kit),
touched up the point using Floquil CEngine BlackOpaint,
which seemed to match pretty well. | test fit the cab, and
found | had to sand the cab bottom smooth the get a nice tight
fit to the cab floor, as the original cab once had tabs which fit



into floor slots, and these were broken off by the previous
owner, leaving an uneven surface. The cab could now be
snapped on and off, so there was no need to glue it or provide
permanent fastening.

March 4, 2009:

| installed the smoke stack and headlight. | could not get the
headlight wiring to thread through the tiny opening in the
smoke box, and would have had to disassemble the
mechanism again to try doing this. | toyed with the idea of
doing this, but decided that the chances of taking it apart and
breaking something or otherwise messing up the running
mechanism were far greater than the chances of getting the
headlight wiring to work, so | opted to let the headlight be Gor
show onlyOand assumed that logging locomotives don® haul
logs out of the woods at night anyway (OK, 1Qn rationalizing
again, but age has it® privileges!). | also discovered that the
coupler box cover had (by the donor) been cut short to avoid
interference with the gypsy winch assembly, so | had to add a
lower QipOto the coupler box assembly, made from a piece of
styrene, to keep the coupler from sagging. This alowed the
front coupler to stay at the correct height when checked with
an NMRA HO coupler height gauge.

March 5, 2009:

| found that the gypsy winch assembly (made of cast metal)
was so heavy that it would cause to front end of the
locomotive to tip on its nose and lift the rear drivers off the
railsboops! So | installed two 0.5-ounce weightsin the inside
of the cab, on the sidewalls, to counterbalance the Gront-end-
heavyQeffect. The gypsy winch assembly was then installed
using CAA adhesive.

March 6, 2009:
| painted the cab roof Pollyscale Oxide Red, but had to file

down a QylobOof CAA that was left by the donor on the cab
roof itself before painting. The cab interior was repainted, and
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the cab was then snapped into place. 1tG beginning to look
like alocomotive! It was time for abreak for a Qyou-know-
what.O

March 7, 2009:

The new end beams were installed using CAA adhesive. The
conversion kit piping, toolbox and air tank were also added.
All of these parts are cast metal, so they added considerably to
the weight and traction of the locomotive. A fina touch-up
with engine black paint was made where necessary, and afind
spray with Testor@ Dulcote completed the task. It is
finished!

| had failed to think ahead and take pictures of the original box
of parts, and the intermediate steps to compl etion described in
the above @iary,Obut | close this episode with a couple of
pictures of the final result for your amusement!

Phil Gliebe
April 2009
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Narrow Gauge Timetable

National Narro w Gauge Conventions
30th 2010 - September 1 - 4 - St. Louis, MO
31st 2011 - September 7 - 10 -Hickory, NC
32nd 2012 - September - Bellevue, WA
33rd 2013 - September Pasadena, CA

33 2014 - September K ansas City, MO



